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Article 3: Storage and Stockpile Destruction



2009Key Elements

• Separate and Mark

•Destroy within 8 years

•Extension

•Retention/Acquisition for training and counter-measures

•Transfer for destruction or training

•UN Assistance



2009Separate and Mark

•Already separated?.....integral 
detonator?

•Establish numbers and type!

•Direct from storage to 
destruction…no double 
handling.

•Regional destruction 
sites….safe storage capacity?

•First action to remove from 
operational/forward storage 
sites



2009Destroy within 8 years

•“…as soon as possible”….8 years is 
not so long, especially if no PLAN…!

•Environment 
Considerations?..UN Environment 
Prog (UNEP)

•Technical 
Considerations?....integral 
detonator, need to separate 
individual sub-munition from cluster 
container, if remove explosives from 
metal outer, what to do with metal 
remnants?, different construction.



2009Extension vs Planning

•Regrettably there is no stated requirement to submit a plan 
for destruction, only for an extension request.

•Late planning as part of APMBC led to many (unnecessary 
challenges) extension requests. Given that stockpiles of CM 
far outnumber AP mines a valid PLAN, from the outset, is of 
vital importance.

•Even if time is required to complete the internal processes to 
ratify, planning for destruction needs to start immediately.

•UN can offer comprehensive assistance in both planning and 
technical details. (template, checklist?)
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Retention/Acquisition for Training/Counter-Measures
•Training with live sub-munitions?

•Development of clearance/destruction 
techniques: shaped charge precludes 
remote disturbance.

•“limited number” and “minimum absolutely 
necessary”

•Neither is realistically definable without 
an overall PLAN including type and 
number.
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Transfer for Destruction 

and/or Training

•Regional Destruction Sites?

•Detailed reporting required; planned and actual use.

•The planned use could form part of the overall PLAN.

•Requirement to record/report Lot Numbers.



2009UN Assistance
•The UN has been dealing with directly and/or assist governments 
to deal with cluster bomb contamination for many years. 

•Similarly, the UN works with many governments to assist in 
achieving their APMBC obligations, incl destruction of stockpiles

•Therefore stands ready to use this knowledge in support of CCM:

•Common focal point for lessons learnt/ Best Practices

• IMAS for Stockpile Destruction?

•Assistance with initial planning (templates, checklists etc)

•Technical assistance/advice.

•Use of VTF and other UN managed funds as depository for 
financial assistance
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…thank you for your attention….


