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“…“… the retention or acquisition of a limited the retention or acquisition of a limited 
number of cluster munitions and explosive number of cluster munitions and explosive 
submunitions for the development of and submunitions for the development of and 
training in cluster training in cluster munitionmunition and explosive and explosive 

submunitionsubmunition detection, clearance or detection, clearance or 
destruction techniques, or for the destruction techniques, or for the 

development of cluster development of cluster munitionmunition countercounter--
measures, is permitted ...measures, is permitted ...””
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“…“… The amount of explosive submunitions The amount of explosive submunitions 
retained or acquired shall not exceed the retained or acquired shall not exceed the 

minimum number absolutely necessary for minimum number absolutely necessary for 
these purposes.these purposes.””
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Criteria for RetentionCriteria for Retention

Retention on Cluster MunitionsRetention on Cluster Munitions



8

Criteria for RetentionCriteria for Retention
Mr. Mr. OveOve S. S. DullumDullum
Senior Researcher, The Defence Research Senior Researcher, The Defence Research 
Establishment (Norway)Establishment (Norway)
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Criteria for RetentionCriteria for Retention
Mr. Mr. DetlevDetlev JustenJusten
German Institute for International and German Institute for International and 
Security Affairs Security Affairs –– SWPSWP–– (Germany)(Germany)
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Training with submunitions Training with submunitions –– The Belgian The Belgian 
approachapproach
Mr. Eric Mr. Eric CaretteCarette (Belgium)(Belgium)
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Retention or acquisition of CM is not just Retention or acquisition of CM is not just 
a matter of the a matter of the ““ minimum numberminimum number ”” . . 
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However it is also a matter of:However it is also a matter of:
Retention or acquisition of CM is not just Retention or acquisition of CM is not just 
a matter of the a matter of the ““ minimum numberminimum number ”” . . 

Retention on Cluster MunitionsRetention on Cluster Munitions



21

There is an understanding, what There is an understanding, what 
capabilities and tasks must be maintained capabilities and tasks must be maintained 
in order to ensure the safety of armed in order to ensure the safety of armed 
forces.forces.

Retention on Cluster MunitionsRetention on Cluster Munitions



22

There is an understanding, what There is an understanding, what 
capabilities and tasks must be maintained capabilities and tasks must be maintained 
in order to ensure the safety of armed in order to ensure the safety of armed 
forces.forces.

Retention on Cluster MunitionsRetention on Cluster Munitions



23

A prerequisite for a worldA prerequisite for a world--wide EOD wide EOD 
capability is retention and acquisition in capability is retention and acquisition in 
order to be able to deal with the broadest order to be able to deal with the broadest 
spectrum of existing CM and explosive spectrum of existing CM and explosive 
submunitions.submunitions.
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The The ““ minimum number absolutely minimum number absolutely 
necessarynecessary”” must remain below the number must remain below the number 
required to provide operational value. required to provide operational value. 
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Is an operational value given, if at the Is an operational value given, if at the 
beginning of destruction 1,9% and at the beginning of destruction 1,9% and at the 
end 0,45% of the former total stocks are end 0,45% of the former total stocks are 
retained ?retained ?
The The ““ minimum number absolutely minimum number absolutely 
necessarynecessary”” must remain below the number must remain below the number 
required to provide operational value. required to provide operational value. 
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Initial Conclusions:Initial Conclusions:
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Initial Conclusions:Initial Conclusions:
““ Balanced approachBalanced approach”” : military needs : military needs 
versus minimizing retention.versus minimizing retention.
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